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Land Use, Population Growth, and Other 
Characteristics of the LSS River Basins

Agenda Item 9
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Chapter 2 of the River Basin Plan Covers…

 Physical Environment

 Climate

 Natural Resources

 Agricultural Resources

 Socioeconomic Environment
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Lower Savannah River 
Basin Land Cover
Source: USGS National Land Cover Database

2001 2019
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Salkehatchie River 
Basin Land Cover

Source: USGS National Land 
Cover Database

2001 2019
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Lower Savannah River Basin Land Cover

Increase from 2001 to 2019 Decrease from 2001 to 2019

% of Total Land 
(2019)

Change from 
2001 to 2019 

sq. mi.)

2019 
Area

(sq. mi.)

2001 
Area

(sq. mi.)NLCD Land Cover Class

3.1%-2.854.056.8Open Water

4.8%5.384.078.8Developed, Open Space

3.1%8.954.345.4Developed, Low Intensity

1.2%9.021.913.0Developed, Medium Intensity

0.3%1.86.14.2Developed High Intensity

0.4%-1.17.58.7Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay)

2.9%-2.550.753.2Deciduous Forest

32.1%-26.1564.7590.7Evergreen Forest

1.1%-4.218.923.1Mixed Forest

6.2%15.6108.292.6Shrub/Scrub

5.4%1.495.494.0Grassland/Herbaceous

2.5%-4.043.447.4Pasture/Hay

4.7%-2.682.184.7Cultivated Crops

26.7%-4.0469.9473.9Woody Wetlands

5.5%5.296.991.7Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands

100.0%0.01758.21758.2Total Land Area

2019 Land Cover by 

Major Land Type
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Salkehatchie River Basin Land Cover

Increase from 2001 to 2019 Decrease from 2001 to 2019

% of Total Land 
(2019)

Change from 
2001 to 2019 

sq. mi.)

2019 
Area

(sq. mi.)

2001 
Area

(sq. mi.)NLCD Land Cover Class

7.1%-5.0204.3209.3Open Water

4.3%2.5123.3120.8Developed, Open Space

2.0%4.955.951.0Developed, Low Intensity

0.6%6.517.911.4Developed, Medium Intensity

0.1%1.34.22.9Developed High Intensity

0.1%-0.32.72.9Barren Land (Rock/Sand/Clay)

1.3%-10.736.647.2Deciduous Forest

23.2%-34.7661.6696.3Evergreen Forest

0.9%-1.125.226.3Mixed Forest

4.5%10.4129.9119.6Shrub/Scrub

4.2%46.4119.272.8Grassland/Herbaceous

1.7%-11.547.759.2Pasture/Hay

10.7%-11.8306.6318.5Cultivated Crops

28.8%-26.8822.2849.0Woody Wetlands

10.5%29.9300.3270.4Emergent Herbaceous Wetlands

100.0%0.02857.62857.6Total Land Area

2019 Land Cover by 

Major Land Type
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Comparison of 2019 Land Cover
Upper Savannah, Lower Savannah, and Salkehatchie River Basins

Salkehatchie

Upper 
Savannah

Lower 
Savannah
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Prime Farmland
Lower Savannah

Area
(% Basin)

Area
(sq. miles)

Farmland Type

18.5%325Prime Farmland

28.6%503
Farmland of Statewide 
Importance

52.9%930
Not Prime Farmland or 
Farmland of Statewide 
Importance

100.0%1,758Total Area

Prime farmland is defined by the USDA as the land with the best 

combinations of physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, 

feed, forage, fiber, and oilseed crops and is available for these uses. It has 

an adequate and dependable supply of moisture from precipitation or 

irrigation, a favorable temperature and growing season, and a water 

supply that is dependable and of adequate quality. It also is not 

excessively erodible or saturated with water for long periods and has 

slopes mainly ranging from 0 to 6 percent. Farmland of statewide 
importance is land that nearly meets the requirements of prime farmland 

and that can economically produce high-yield crops when treated 

and managed with acceptable farming methods.
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Prime Farmland
Salkehatchie

Area
(% Basin)

Area
(sq. miles)

Farmland Type

19.3%551Prime Farmland

45.3%1,295
Farmland of Statewide 
Importance

35.4%1,012
Not Prime Farmland or 
Farmland of Statewide 
Importance

100.0%2,858Total Area
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Lower Savannah-
Salkehatchie River 
Basin Counties

 Aiken

 Allendale

 Bamberg

 Barnwell

 Beaufort

 Colleton

 Edgefield 
(minor)

 Hampton

 Jasper
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Number of Farms with Irrigation and Irrigated Acres in Counties 
in the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River Basin*, 1992-2017

* Totals include portions of the counties that are outside the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River basin
Source: USDA NASS Census of 

Agriculture 1992, 2002, 2012, and 2017 
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Summary of 2017 Census of Agriculture Data for Counties in the 
Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River Basin*

D = not disclosed/reported

Source: USDA NASS Census of Agriculture 2017 * Totals include portions of the counties that are outside the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie 

River basin

JasperHamptonColletonBeaufortBarnwellBambergAllendaleAiken
Total Basin 

Counties
All Values in Acres

63,146106,640168,09555,95574,338102,59186,555162,628819,948Total Farm Operation

11,93842,28340,7317,10133,27153,49935,29962,880287,002Total Cropland

4,70433,60124,4613,99024,95536,37825,81538,550192,454Total Harvested Cropland

(D)8,5302,3852,0074,8949,3735,8888,47641,553Total Irrigated Land

7115713,8716943,8563,7104,10218,24235,757
Total Hay and Haylage 

Harvested

-3,5793,4134401,4258,1047,4813,12227,564Total Soybeans Harvested

4155,9915,6028632,4306,0467,8076,32235,476
Total Corn (Grain) Harvested

(D)15,8544,304-11,2918,5391,6663,88745,541Total Cotton Harvested

366006621,5887061,8743312,2858,082
Total Vegetables Harvested

123355147(D)3942441,1506063,019Total Wheat Harvested

-(D)60-(D)1,042-(D)1,102
Total Corn (Silage) 

Harvested

(D)1602045761946821,4622,639Total Orchards Harvested

(D)6,4574,630(D)4,6004,8982,5031,143-Total Peanuts Harvested

90(D)1,119(D)(D)460-4612,130Total Oats Harvested
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Livestock 
Operations
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Summary of 2017 Census of Agriculture Data for Counties in the 
Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River Basin*

Source: USDA NASS Census of Agriculture 2017 * Totals include portions of the counties that are outside the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie 

River basin

JasperHamptonColletonBeaufortBarnwellBambergAllendaleAiken
Total Basin 

Counties

143112632897814286670Total Cattle 

Operations (#)

122510931705114229541Total Cows/Beef 

Operations (#)

-16-(D)10-1229Total Cows/Milk 

Operations (#)

11238101513(D)784873Total Hogs 

Operations (#) 

381111246351117Total Sheep 

Operations (#)

2421644658237175418
Total Chicken 

Layers (Egg) 

Operations (#)

1-1385-4765
Total Chicken 

Broilers (Meat) 

Operations (#)
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Summary of 2017 Census of Agriculture Data for Counties in the 
Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River Basin*

JasperHamptonColletonBeaufortBarnwellBambergAllendaleAiken
Total Basin 
Counties

Values in Million $

13.430.520.320.335.336.915.3137.4309.4
Total 
Commodity 
Sales

(D)30.215.619.215.322.912.529.1144.8
Total Crop 
Sales

(D)0.34.71.120.114.02.8108.2151.2
Total Animal 
Sales

Source: USDA NASS Census of Agriculture 2017 

* Totals include portions of the counties that are outside 

the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River basin

D = not disclosed/reported
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Value of Timber in Counties in the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie 
River Basin* and State Totals

* Totals include portions of the counties that are outside the Lower Savannah-Salkehatchie River basin

Source: SC Forestry Commission, “Value of SC’s Timber Delivered to Mills” (2021)

State Total
Basin Counties 

Total

12,849,1822,283,382
Acres of 
Forestland

66%69%Percent Forest

$573.7 $154.9
Harvested Timber 
Value (Million $) -
Stumpage

$1,162.3 $289.4
Harvested Timber 
Value (Million $) -
Delivered
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Population 
Change, 
2010-2020
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Population 
Density, 
2020


