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SC Drought 

Response 

Act and 

Regulations

Incipient

• Drier than normal

• Soil moisture 

declines

• Water demand 

increases

Moderate

• Water levels 

decrease

• Crops and plants 

wither

• Irrigation increases

Severe

• Water levels 

continue to drop

• Number of wildfires 

increases

• Poor grazing and 

agricultural 

conditions

Extreme

• Widespread 

impacts to 

agriculture, forestry, 

water utilities, and 

water-dependent 

businesses

• SCDNR, SCO and DRC monitor conditions, share information, and make recommendations to manage drought.

• State and federal agencies, water utilities, and reservoir managers monitor conditions.  

Water utilities review 

drought plans and 

ordinances.

• Water utilities implement drought plans and ordinances.

• DRC may recommend voluntary or mandatory water conservation.

As drought conditions and

impacts become more severe,

response actions increase accordingly.

State 

Emergency 

Operations 

Plan

• Water systems and citizens are without, or losing access to, water.

• Public safety, health, and welfare are threatened.

• The State Emergency Response Team (SERT) is activated to lead state-level response to the water 

shortage emergency.

• State agencies increase monitoring and communications. 

• Citizens may see local notices for burn bans, boat ramp closings, and water use 

restrictions. 

• The Governor may:

o request voluntary or mandatory water conservation.

o assist with managing impacts, including requesting disaster declarations by 

the US Dept. of Agriculture and activating the National Guard to assist with 

wildfire suppression.



https://www.scemd.org/media/1237/appendix-10-sc-drought-response-plan.pdf

https://www.scemd.org/media/1237/appendix-10-sc-drought-response-plan.pdf


Components of South Carolina Drought Response Program
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Health & safety threatened, recommend actions to Governor

Governor may declare drought emergency and issue water curtailment regulations

Emergency Management Division and State Emergency Response Team are activated

Reservoir

Managers

Public Water

Suppliers

SC Drought Response Committee

(state and local members)

SC Department of

Natural Resources

Chairs DRC &

provides support

Coordinates

response

Consults with stakeholders

Issues Drought

Declarations Follow dam 

operations 

and reservoir 

management 

plans

Water 

Systems 

implement 

drought 

response 

ordinances or 

plans based 

on local 

triggers and 

conditions

Determine nonessential water use 

during severe and extreme droughts

Issue nonessential water 

curtailment declaration

Administrative Law Judge hears appeals within 5 days

Reviews variance 

requests

Mediates disputes











Edisto 
Number of Public Water Systems  22

Number of Drought Plans from 2003 19

Number of Drought Plans Updated 3

City of Charleston has the most recent plan update (2021) 

Broad
Number of Public Water Systems 12

Number of Drought Plans from 2003 5*

Number of Drought Plans Updated 6

Pee Dee 
Number of Public Water Systems 19

Number of Drought Plans from 2003 17

Number of Drought Plans Updated 2

Saluda
Number of Public Water Systems 14

Number of Drought Plans from 2003 10

Number of Drought Plans Updated 4

Inman-Campobello Water District has the most recent plan update (2023) 
*One water system did not have a useable drought plan

Lancaster County Water and Sewer District has the most recent plan update (2012) Laurens County Water and Sewer District has the most recent plan update (2023) 



mailto:drought@dnr.sc.gov
mailto:drought@dnr.sc.gov


Organizations

Attendees80

40

2017

93

48

2019
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