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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Hi, good afternoon,
3 everyone. We'Ill just give a few nore nonments for
4 those that may be coming in here shortly. And
5 we'll get started maybe about five after 6:00.
6 kay. W are about six mnutes after, so
7 we'll go ahead and get started. Wl conme everyone.
8 Good eveni ng.
9 MEMBERS OF THE PUBLI C. Good eveni ng.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: The tine is now
11 6:06 p.m on Thursday, June 13, 2024. And the
12 public hearing regarding the three air construction
13 permts for New Indy Catawba LLC, also known as
14 New- I ndy, is called to order. For the record, the
15 facility's location is at 5300 Cureton Ferry Road
16 in Catawba, here in York County.
17 My name is Monica Taylor, and I'mthe public
18 participation coordinator in the Bureau of Air
19 Quality. Tonight I will serve as the hearing
20 officer. On behalf of DHEC, thank you for taking
21 the tine to join us this evening.
22 Before | go over how we will proceed,
23 there's just a fewitens that | would like to make
24 mention of. First, | would like to ask that you
25 pl ease silence your cell phones or other electronic
803.749.8100
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1 devices so that others are not disturbed during the
2 hearing. Second, please famliarize yourself with
3 the exits in case of energency. As | was com ng
4 in, I did notice where the restroons were, and |
5 know that's sonetines inportant. So we do have the
6 restroons right outside the door. The nmen's wll
7 be to ny left and the wonen's to ny right.

8 Third, if you have not already done so,

9 encourage you to sign the attendance sheet | ocated
10 at the sign-in table. W have asked for your emi
11 and mailing address on the sign-in sheet so that we
12 can notify you of future information regarding
13 New- | ndy.

14 | would Iike to al so point out our court

15 reporter, seated up front. She will record the

16 comments you nmake tonight and prepare a witten

17 transcript. The transcript will serve as the

18 official record of this public hearing.

19 Pl ease keep in mnd a decision to grant or
20 to deny these permts have not yet been nmade and

21 w Il not be nade here tonight. The purpose of this
22 hearing is for you to provide your comments to be
23 considered for the final permt decision as we nake
24 that. These draft permts have been witten to

25 denonstrate how New I ndy intends to construct and
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1 operate in conpliance with state and federal air
2 quality regul ations. These regulations are in
3 pl ace to safeguard human health and ensure that air
4 qual ity standards are uphel d.
5 Your input is an inmportant part of the
6 permtting process, so we encourage you to formally
7 express your opinions and your comments and
8 concerns for the record. The information you
9 provide will be carefully reviewed and may offer
10 DHEC staff additional factors to consider as they
11 make a final decision on the three permts. If you
12 choose not to speak tonight, you may submt your
13 comments in witing until Thursday, June 20, 2024.
14 So that this hearing noves forward in an
15 efficient and tinely manner, the foll ow ng
16 gui del i nes have been established: There will be no
17 guestions or answers during or after a comrent.
18 Al'l comments will be made fromthe
19 m crophones up front. W have one here and one
20 here as well.
21 So that everyone has the opportunity to
22 speak, your comments should not go over three
23 m nutes, and the tinme may not be transferred to
24 anot her speaker. Qur staff nmenber in the front row
25 will rem nd you when you have a mnute |eft and
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1 agai n when you have 30 seconds remaining. |If you

2 are unable to present your comments within the

3 three mnutes or do not wish to speak at the

4 heari ng, please renenber you may submt your

5 comments in witing to DHEC until Thursday,

6 June 20, 2024, and they will be entered into the

7 record just as the coments made here tonight.

8 Each person's input is inportant to us.

9 Pl ease be respectful of those presenting

10 i nformati on or maki ng comments and follow the tine
11 limt that has been set. Asking the audi ence, DHEC
12 staff, or New Indy representatives to respond to

13 any coments or answer any question is not

14 appropriate for this hearing. W would also |like
15 to advi se you that approval or denial of the permt
16 wi |l not be based on how many votes of persons

17 sayi ng the same thing.

18 | f any coments or actions begin to nove

19 away fromthe intent of this hearing, | may ask the
20 speaker to conclude their statenent and be seated.
21 Wi | e DHEC understands that there is a variety of
22 concerns, the focus of this hearing is on the

23 technical nerit of the three air permts.

24 This hearing will proceed in the follow ng
25 order: First, Katharine Buckner will give a
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1 presentation on the three draft air permts.
2 Second, | will randomy call on those who have
3 indicated at the sign-in that they would like to
4 make a comment. |If you have decided that you no
5 | onger wish to nmake a comment when | call on you
6 you can decline at that tine.
7 Third, anyone who has deci ded during the
8 course of this neeting that you would |ike to make
9 a comment but did not indicate at sign-in, you wll
10 be given a chance to do so. W wll call upon you
11 at the end of the hearing at random by a show of
12 your hand raised. Please renenber that this tine
13 will only be for those who have not yet spoken.
14 Now | call on Katharine of the Bureau of Air
15 Quality to give her presentation.
16 M5. BUCKNER: Good evening. M nane is
17 Kat hari ne Buckner. | amthe permt witer for the
18 New | ndy Cat awba pul p and paper mll. | have over
19 25 years of experience as a permt witer.
20 The follow ng acronyns are used in tonight's
21 presentation: EPA nmeans US Environnent al
22 Protection Agency. DHEC is South Carolina
23 Department of Health and Environnental Control.
24 H2S nmeans hydrogen sul fide. PM neans particul ate
25 matter. PMLO neans particulate matter |ess than
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1 10 mcrons. PM.5 neans particulate matter |ess
2 than 2.5 mcrons. TPY stands for tons per year.
3 LVHC stands for | ow vol ume, high
4 concentration. TRS neans total reduced sul fur.
5 SRL is stripper rectified liquid. NOx neans oxides
6 of nitrogen. S02 is sulfur dioxide. COis carbon
7 nmonoxi de. And ppmis parts per mllion.
8 New- | ndy has applied for three construction
9 permts. One permt incorporates the limts and
10 requi renents of the Environnmental Protection
11 Agency's (EPA) consent decree in Cvil Case Nunber
12 21- CV-02053-SAL. This consent decree was approved
13 by and entered into before the US District Court
14 for the District of South Carolina on Novenber 16,
15 2022, and is referred to as EPA's consent order --
16 sorry -- consent decree hereafter.
17 Anot her permt allows New Indy to instal
18 and operate a new dry ash handling system The new
19 ash handling systemis being installed as one of
20 the nmeans by which the facility wll discontinue
21 the practice of adding solids to the clarifier as
22 required by the EPA consent decree.
23 A separate permt allows the installation of
24 a new foul condensate stripper and associ ated
25 equi pnent required by the South Carolina DHEC
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consent order to create undesirable |levels of air
contam nants. This consent order was signed on
Novenber 23, 2022, and is hereafter referred to as
t he DHEC consent order.

Draft permits and statenents of basis have
been witten for each of these projects and
currently are on notice for greater than the
required 30 days. The public notice comment period
will close June 30, 2024.

The draft construction permt, CP-50000051,
incorporates the limts and requirenents specified
by the EPA consent decree into a federally
enforceable permt. These |limts and requirenents
i ncl ude:

Qperate the stripper at all tines when
unbl eached kraft pulp is produced and fou
condensate i s generated other than periods of
schedul ed and unschedul ed downti ne.

The stripper downtine shall not exceed 576
hours in the first year and 460 hours annual |y
thereafter. Please note, the first year has
passed, and the downtine is currently limted to
460 hours per the EPA consent decree.

Mai ntain and operate a systemto chemcally

treat the unstripped foul condensate before it is

803.749.8100
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1 di scharged into the aeration stabilization basin.
2 Mai ntai n and operate the continuous hydrogen
3 sulfide, also referred to as H2S, fence-line
4 nonitors at three | ocations.
5 Mai ntai n and operate the wastewater
6 treatment systemin a manner consistent with safety
7 and good wastewater treatnent and air pollution
8 control practices with a goal of mnim zing
9 em ssions of H2S at the fence line.
10 Mai ntai n and operate the post aeration tank
11 cover and carbon filtration system and mai ntain and
12 operate a containment systemto prevent any
13 uncontrol |l ed bl ack |iquor overflows or rel eases
14 fromreaching the aeration stabilization basin.
15 The draft construction permt, CP-50000175,
16 authorizes the installation of a new dry ash
17 handl i ng system The new ash handling systemis
18 one of the nmeans that will be used by the facility
19 to nmeet the EPA consent decree requirenent to
20 di scontinue the practice of adding solids to the
21 clarifier.
22 To prevent the installation of the dry ash
23 handl i ng systemfromresulting in a major
24 nodi fi cati on under prevention of significant
25 deterioration regulations, synthetic mnor limts
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1 were taken, which are federally enforceable limts
2 on the anmobunt of pollutants that can be emtted.

3 The permt limts include -- the permt includes

4 l[imts of: Less than 25 tons per year for

5 particul ate matter, also referred to as PM | ess

6 than 15 tons per year for particulate matter |ess
7 than 10 mcrons, also referred to as PMLO; and | ess
8 than 10 tons per year for particulate matter |ess
9 than 2.5 mcrons, and referred to as PM2.5.

10 The permt also includes requirenents for

11 associ ated nonitoring, record-keeping, and

12 reporting to ensure conpliance with the synthetic
13 mnor limts.

14 The draft construction permt, CP-50000061
15 aut hori zes new equi pnment and changes as required by
16 t he DHEC consent order. The proposed changes are:
17 I nstal | ati on, mai ntenance, and operation of
18 a new | ow pressure steam foul condensate stri pper.
19 Hereafter, this will be referred to as the new
20 stripper system
21 Modi fications to the Nunmber 3 recovery
22 furnace to conbust gases collected in the | ow
23 vol unme, high concentration collection system also
24 referred to as the LVHC system
25 Opti m zati on, naintenance, and operation of
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1 the existing condensate stripper systemas a backup
2 to the new stripper system and changes to the fou
3 condensate treatnent scenari os.

4 The foul condensates generated at the site
5 will be treated by one of the follow ng scenari os:
6 In the new stripper system in the backup existing
7 stripper system or chenical treatnent when no

8 stripper is online. The foul condensates will be
9 controlled at all tines using one of these

10 treatment scenari os.

11 The new stripper systemincludes the

12 fol |l owi ng equi pnent:

13 The steam stripper, which will strip out

14 nmet hanol and total reduced sulfur, also referred to
15 as TRS, fromthe foul condensate liquid entering
16 the stripper.

17 The condenser, which will condense the gases
18 fromthe stripper into aliquid referred to as SRL
19 stripper rectified |iquid, that contains nethanol.
20 The stripper feed tank, a tank that feeds
21 foul condensates to the stripper, and an SRL
22 storage tank.
23 The liquid that | eaves the stripper is
24 referred to as cl eaned condensat e.
25 The new stripper is designed to process al
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1 t he pul pi ng process condensates, also known as fou
2 condensates. The new stripper will primarily be
3 operated with the new condenser where nmethanol is
4 condensed fromthe stripper gases into SRL. The
5 SRL will be conmbusted with black liquor in either
6 of the two recovery furnaces.

7 LVHC gases fromthe condenser, the two new
8 tanks, and ot her existing LVHC gases will be
9 conbusted in the Nunber 3 recovery furnace only.
10 This furnace will be nodified to conbust these
11 gases. The conbination boilers will serve as a
12 backup control when the Nunmber 3 recovery furnace
13 is unable to receive these LVHC gases. An existing
14 caustic scrubber will be used to renobve about
15 50 percent of the sulfur prior to conbustion of the
16 LVHC gases in the boilers.
17 There may be tines when the new condenser
18 systemis not operating. During these tines, gases
19 fromthe stripper will be conbusted in the new --
20 sorry -- in either of the conbination boilers.
21 Cl eaned condensate fromthe new stri pper
22 will be recycled to wash the pulp in the Brownstock
23 washers or sent to the wastewater treatnent plant.
24 The backup existing stripper. There may be
25 ti mes when the new stripper systemw ||l not be
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1 operational. The foul condensate will be treated
2 in the backup existing stripper. Gases fromthe
3 backup stripper will be conmbusted in either of the
4 conbi nati on boilers.
5 There are two operating nodes for the backup
6 stripper: Methanol node; TRS node.
7 The backup stripper - nmethanol node. This
8 node is the current required operation of the
9 backup stripper prior to the installation and
10 operation of the new stripper. In this node, the
11 backup stripper treats a portion of the fou
12 condensates. The foul condensates not treated in
13 t he backup stripper are treated with hydrogen
14 peroxide to chemcally oxidize the H2S into either
15 el emental sulfur or sulfate and then sent to the
16 aeration stabilization basin through the hardpipe
17 for further nmethanol treatnent.
18 The gases fromthe stripper are conbusted in
19 ei ther of the conbination boilers. C eaned
20 condensates are recycled to the Brownstock (or
21 pul p) washers or sent to the wastewater treatnent
22 syst em
23 The backup stripper in TRS node. In this
24 node, all of the foul condensate is treated in the
25 backup stripper for TRS renoval and partial renoval

803.749.8100
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1 of nethanol. The remai ning nmethanol and the
2 stripped condensates will be treated in the
3 aeration stabilization basin. Gases fromthe
4 stripper will be conbusted in either of the
5 conbi nati on boilers.
6 No stripper online. That neans both
7 strippers are not operating. Stripper downtine
8 when no stripper is operating is limted by the EPA
9 consent decree permt and is being incorporated
10 into a federally enforceable permt through draft
11 construction permt CP-50000051.
12 Downti me shall not exceed 576 hours in the
13 first year and 460 hours annually thereafter. The
14 first year is already passed; therefore, the tine
15 when no stripper is operating shall not exceed 460
16 hours per year.
17 The foul condensate will be treated with
18 hydr ogen peroxide to chem cally oxidize the H2S
19 into either elenental sulfur or sulfate then sent
20 to the aeration stabilization basin through the
21 har dpi pe.
22 The new stripper will decrease actua
23 em ssions of H2S and TRS. The em ssi on changes
24 shown in the public notice are froma regulatory
25 anal ysis of New Indy's actual em ssions in their
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1 current configuration, or baseline em ssions,
2 conpared to the proposed future configuration at a
3 proj ect ed maxi mum production rate.
4 This facility currently has an all owed
5 production rate of 1,825 air-dried tons per day
6 under its existing permts. This allowed
7 production rate will not change under the new draft
8 construction permts. To denonstrate the project
9 woul d not neet the regulatory threshold of a major
10 nmodi fication, New I ndy provided em ssion estinates
11 at a projected maxi mum production rate of 2,700
12 air-dried tons per day, conpared to their baseline
13 production rate of 1,365 air-dried tons per day.
14 When maki ng an appl es-to-appl es conpari son
15 of the facility's current configuration to its
16 proposed configuration at its allowed production
17 rate of 1,825 air-dried tons per day, H2S is
18 reduced by 22 percent and TRS i s reduced by
19 34 percent. Em ssions of certain other pollutants
20 must increase to achieve these reductions.
21 Overall, oxides of nitrogen em ssions, also
22 referred to as NOx, are decreasing. Wile
23 i ncreased fuel burning generates nore NOx, the
24 change to burning nethanol and the new condenser
25 gases instead of stripper off-gases provides a nuch
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1 | arger decrease.
2 Overall, sulfur dioxide em ssions, also
3 referred to as SO2, are al so decreasing. Sone
4 sources generate nmore SO2 from fuel burning. But
5 there is a |l arger decrease fromnot burning the
6 stripper off-gases and routing the new condenser
7 gases with the condensed nethanol to the recovery
8 furnace. The conplex chem stry inside the recovery
9 furnace works to keep the SO2 em ssions from
10 form ng.
11 Particul ate and | ead em ssions are
12 i ncreasing due to the necessary increase in fuel
13 burning to neet the higher steam demand for the
14 i ncreased uptine requirement fromthe strippers.
15 The strippers must be on and operating for 8,300
16 hours per year conpared to the baseline val ue of
17 8,004 hours.
18 Car bon nonoxi de em ssions, also referred to
19 CO are also increasing due to the additional steam
20 demand for the strippers. CO generation per unit
21 of production is alnost the sane for conbusting the
22 stripper off-gases or the new condenser gases.
23 One last note: The departnent will be
24 maki ng a correction to one of the conditions
25 appearing in the draft construction permt,
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1 CP- 50000061, as placed on public notice.
2 Condition B.17 contains the TRS limt
3 assigned by Standard Nunber 4 for the Nunmber 2
4 recovery furnace. The draft construction permt
5 currently references a limt of 5 parts per
6 mllion, also referred to as ppm The Nunber 2
7 recovery furnace is an old design furnace as
8 specified in the regulation and the correct limt
9 is 20 ppm This limt is straightforward fromthe
10 regul ation and is not determ ned on a case-by-case
11 basi s.
12 The correct limt was identified in the
13 statenent of basis placed on public notice. The
14 l[imt wll be corrected in the construction permt.
15 And if you would |ike to make comments on
16 the draft construction permts presented, verbal
17 corments will be taken tonight at the concl usion of
18 this presentation or there are several options to
19 submt witten coments using the addresses shown.
20 The preferred way to submt witten conmments is
21 through the e-permtting portal. Comments can be
22 sent through email to the email address, or
23 comments can be sent through the United States
24 Postal Service to the mailing address.
25 This presentation will be nade avail abl e on
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1 Sout h Carolina DHEC s New | ndy Catawba webpage in
2 t he next couple of days at the address shown.
3 Handouts with the addresses are avail able at
4 sign-in. Thank you.
5 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you,
6 Kat har i ne.
7 Ckay. | want to make just one nention.
8 believe in the presentation Katharine nay have
9 mentioned that we will be accepting comments.
10 want to clarify that date until we wll be
11 receiving comrents into our office is June 20.
12 That date is again June 20, 2024.
13 W wi Il now hear fromthose of you who have
14 indicated at sign-in that you would |ike to nake
15 comments. You will be called upon in random order.
16 Pl ease clearly state your first and |ast names for
17 the court reporter.
18 | f you have witten -- if you have a witten
19 copy of your comments that you don't mnd | eaving
20 wth us, please do so. You may hand your witten
21 coments to soneone out front or you nay | eave them
22 on the table up front as well.
23 Al right. | will start with --
24 A enn Turner?
25 MR. TRUTNER O ose.
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1 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: | thought | would
2 not get that correct, but | definitely thought I'd
3 give it a try.
4 MR. TRUTNER: Thank you.
5 d enn Trutner. Thank you for having this
6 heari ng and going through the details of it there.
7 | just have a fewthings. | knowit's not supposed
8 to be a question-and-answer, so I'll try to -- try
9 to put this in the formof |like -- not questions.
10 But it is going to be -- you know, in the details
11 provided -- will be extrenely inportant to know who
12 is going to be supervising and neasuring, that
13 these are -- these things are done properly and are
14 not just sinply checked off a list as such things
15 are done in the past by the -- by NewlIndy. It has
16 to be third party, not a consultant who was hired
17 by them obvi ously. Wether that's DHEC or sonebody
18 el se. | hope -- but that provision has been taken
19 into account and do not underenphasi ze the need for
20 t hat .
21 Because sonme of the things that are up there
22 are -- in the docunent it tal ks about 90 percent
23 uptime with the new stripper. That's 9 out of 10
24 days, which neans once every week and a half they
25 can have a day without a stripper on. Now, they
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1 can have a backup stripper, but that's been shown
2 over the last four years to be conpletely
3 i nadequate to handl e their production plans. So if
4 every week and a half we're going to be having the
5 sane type of issues that we had and regardl ess how
6 i nproved the new stripper makes things, |I'm not
7 sure that's a good thing. And |I would encourage --
8 wi t hout asking a question, | would certainly
9 encourage a little bit nore digging on that to find

10 out why, if that is. Because if you can only get
11 90 percent out of this brand-new technol ogy, maybe
12 there's a different technology that they can input.
13 Just a comment.

14 | saw your nention of the nonitors, the

15 fence-line nonitors. Those nonitors had only been
16 set to |l ook for H2S and not any of the other gases
17 that were being listed on your release. And |

18 woul d encourage that a requirenent be put in place
19 that those nmonitors -- or additional nonitors be
20 put to |look for the other gases and that they be
21 calibrated at a reasonable level. Right now those
22 monitors are -- NewIndy will probably tell you on
23 their (inaudible) |ocations. There is no --

24 not hi ng comes out. They all show zero. And the
25 reason they all show zero is because they were
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1 calibrated at 70 parts per billion. And if it ever
2 reached 70 parts per billion, we'd all be in the
3 hospital. Typically, the snells and the toxic
4 rel eases are noticeable around 4 parts per billion.
5 And so if they calibrated those nonitors around 5
6 parts per billion it mght actually show you sone
7 real nunbers instead of a straight |ine.

8 And not lastly, but lastly in 30 seconds,

9 New- I ndy still has an increased production filing,
10 setting aside. It's pending. And if this

11 equi prent wi |l handl e what they're doi ng now, what
12 happens when they decide to increase production and
13 that filing is eventually acted upon or another

14 filing is made to increase it even further?

15 Are they going to be required to put a new
16 steam stripper in and do everything else to now

17 neet that? O are we just going to be back in the
18 same situation that we are today? Thank you

19 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you. [I'I1
20 now call on David Koyle. Could you nmake sure that
21 you -- these m crophones are very sensitive. So
22 you may have to speak closely to the m crophone

23 just to make sure we're picking up all your audio.
24 And, again, if you have these comments in
25 witing, and even if you have nade your comrents
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1 here tonight, you can still submt themto us in
2 witing in the ways that we indicated during the
3 present ati on.
4 MR. KOYLE: Thank you. Sone of ny
5 background is -- | was recently retired a couple of
6 years ago from Wayne State University and Col | ege
7 of Engineering in Detroit. Before that, | was
8 presi dent of a conpany call ed D ochem USA. It was
9 a dioxin inhibition technology. It was back in the
10 ' 90s.
11 | was di sappointed to hear about, you know,
12 Boi l er Nunber 3 and the conbustion of gases and the
13 fact that you had to increase the capacity of
14 fuels. Wiich I'd like to know, because (i naudible)
15 |"ve heard that in fuels that you have burning in
16 the boilers consist of sone of the npbst toxic gases
17 that they're trying to destroy as well as shredded
18 rubber, tires, tree slash -- residue fromthe tree,
19 and bunper oil. This is what |'ve seen in reports
20 in the past. They're very close, you know, on
21 this. They don't really talk about it.
22 However, the ash technology -- I'd like to
23 do a contrast and conparison. |In Europe a |ot of
24 ash is considered hazardous, and it is fixated into
25 cenent and taken to a hazardous landfill. Here, |
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1 don't think that happens. 1'd also |ike to talk --
2 and I"'msorry. |'mjunping around, but there's not
3 enough time really. But we should have stacks on
4 the monitor. The stacks that they have in
5 Europe -- and |'ve been there and ny license is
6 (1 naudi bl e) technol ogy, so I know a | ot about
7 di oxi ns.

8 In Europe, in Lucerne, Switzerland, at a

9 pl ant downtown on the | ake, they have a stack

10 monitor which is made by Zeiss, which fires a | aser
11 beam a thousand tines a mnute across this flune
12 gas. And fromthere they control things in the

13 control room in the boiler room to inject various
14 inhibitors to knock out the NOx and the SOx, et

15 cetera, et cetera, including dioxins and furans.

16 It is much nore advanced. The European

17 requi renents are twice as strict as the American
18 requirenents. |If they run over their conpliances
19 wthin 20 mnutes in any eight-hour shift, they

20 fine -- they fine the manager on duty. And al

21 that data is actually sent to Berlin or Zirich

22 And al so they have an app on that stack so
23 peopl e can actually see what's com ng out at any
24 given nonent in real-tinme.

25 These technol ogies are all avail able as of
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1 30 years ago. | would highly recommend you get on
2 a plane to Switzerland or to Germany -- |'m happy
3 to, you know, point you in the right direction.

4 Bring one of the DHEC reps and bring one of the

5 New- | ndy reps. Because they need to see this

6 t echnol ogy.

7 The EPA has been -- you know, said we're

8 going to do best avail able control technology. Now
9 is the time. Because otherw se we're using

10 20-year-old, you know, |ast century technol ogy.

11 Last but not least -- | don't have tine

12 left -- the units at those wells are totally toxic,
13 as you no doubt know, and it's a ticking tinme bonb
14 besi de the Catawba. You could easily have a spill
15 and have anot her Chemours, PFAS pollute the entire
16 Cape Fear River basin all the way down to

17 W m ngton. That could happen to our bel oved

18 Cat awba.

19 Chester, | understand, has the highest rates
20 ininfant nortality in the county currently. There
21 are congeners of dioxins found in the river, you
22 know, in the plant, the wire plant right there on
23 Ri ver Road, which is right across from New | ndy.
24 So | think a |lot nore consideration should
25 go into the permt and be nore efficient. Use what
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1 t he Europeans are using now. They have, in ny
2 opi nion, the best avail able control technol ogy.
3 Sorry to run over. Thank you.
4 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR. Thank you. Could
5 you pl ease state your nane?
6 MR. KOYLE: Oh, nane? David Koyl e,
7 K-o-y-1I-e.
8 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR  Thank you.
9 MR. KOYLE: Thanks.
10 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Jacki e Baker.
11 M5. BAKER: |'mgoing to defer and do m ne
12 in witing.
13 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you.
14 We have Betty Rankin. M. Rankin, | can
15 bring the m crophone to you if you would IiKke.
16 M5. RANKIN: Ch, that's okay. | prom se not
17 to fall.
18 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: She's a strong
19 womnman.
20 M5. RANKIN. M nane is Betty Rankin
21 R-a-n-k-i-n. | have a Century Farm about seven air
22 mles from New I ndy, |ocated about five mles from
23 Dave Lyle with the shopping area. M concerns have
24 been expressed by those with nore know edge than I
25 | didn't attenpt to read the permts because |I'm
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1 not an engineer. But | did hand it off to an
2 engi neer to read, and he -- he pretty much said
3 what the other gentleman just said. That it's
4 okay, and | realize we're constrai ned by outdated
5 EPA st andards and sl ow wal ki ng t hi ngs.
6 But -- and DHEC has done a marvel ous job as
7 far as |'mconcerned with the constraints. So |I'm
8 not commenting on the actual submi ssion. | do have
9 faith in DHEC, and | have faith in the EPA to
10 enforce the permts. | want to thank the nmen and
11 wonen in DHEC and the EPA, along with South
12 Carolina State Senators M chael Johnson and M ke
13 Fanning -- | believe Senator Fanning is here
14 tonight -- for not abandoning those of us who have
15 been negatively inpacted by New- I ndy toxins.
16 Because of all of you, | have hope that | will once
17 again be able to enjoy living without the toxins
18 rel eased by New I ndy conprom sing ny health and ny
19 quality of life.
20 Now, it's kind of ironic that alnost to the
21 day, June 14, 2021, New I ndy toxins containing a
22 hi gh | evel of hydrogen sulfide took me down in the
23 barn, and nmy life forever changed. | bl acked out
24 and hit the concrete center aisle. By the grace of
25 God, | did not get tranpled by the horse | was
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1 groom ng or smash ny head.
2 | came to disoriented and then contacted
3 DHEC and notified the EPA teamto conme and read the
4 nmonitor that was on ny front porch. The neasured
5 | evel was 89 to 90 parts per billion, probably 90
6 when | went down, since | blacked out.
7 Since that time | have seen specialists |
8 never imagined I would need to see. All wanted
9 basel i nes because of the ever-present |evel
10 exposures. |I'mfollowed by nunmerous specialists.
11 Each New- I ndy exposure brings an increased anxiety
12 as the systens in ny body begin to protect
13 t hensel ves by shutting down. The hundreds of days
14 of exposure since 2021 has created stress. Stress
15 creates cortisol, which in turn creates plaque in
16 the arteries.
17 | " ve never ever had a probl em before
18 New | ndy. Every aspect of ny life has been
19 conprom sed by New Indy toxins, and the way to
20 reclaimng ny life has been difficult. M mssion
21 becane to strategically protect nyself. The
22 results on ny throat, it's difficult to (inaudible)
23 swal | owi ng consi stency of saliva and the ability to
24 speak so others can understand ne.
25 Life is good, and | amoptimstic that with
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1 your continued nonitoring of NewIndy toxins life
2 will continue to be better. And | urge you to make
3 them-- | don't know that the permts would allow
4 it. But there is absolutely no reason that they
5 don't neasure what cones out of the stacks. It
6 makes comon sense. You have the nonitors al ong
7 their fence line. WlIl, that doesn't get it
8 because the stacks are up here. And they're picked
9 up by the air fronts, whatever cones out, and gets
10 deposited on ne and the rest of the people in here.
11 And that's just plain wong. It doesn't matter to
12 me that that's wthin the guidelines of the EPA
13 The EPA isn't living ny life or anybody else's life
14 in this room So thank you very much
15 HEARI NG OFFI CER TAYLOR: Thank you. That
16 concl udes everyone who signed up earlier to make a
17 corment. But we will open the floor for those of
18 you who would like to make a comment. |If you have
19 not signed up and would like to do so, please raise
20 your hands.
21 "Il also remnd you if you have a witten
22 copy of your coments that you don't mnd | eaving
23 with us, you may hand themto nyself or sonmeone up
24 front or leave themon the table up front as well.
25 Okay. Again, on behalf of DHEC | would |ike
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1 to thank everyone who canme here toni ght and gave us
2 your comrents. As previously stated, witten
3 comments may be submitted to DHEC by Thursday,

4 June 20, 2024. Al witten comments received on or
5 before this date will be considered in the

6 deci si on- maki ng process.

7 Foll owi ng this public hearing and fornal

8 comment period, DHEC will make a decision as to

9 whet her the draft air permts should be approved,
10 di sapproved, or nodified. These decisions wll be
11 based upon revi ew and consi deration of applicable
12 state and federal air quality regul ations, conments
13 made at this hearing in the formof the transcript
14 and all other conmments received within the required
15 timeframe, and any other pertinent information.

16 Once a final permt decision is nmade for

17 each of the three air construction pernmts, DHEC
18 will provide a response to all conments received
19 pertaining to the air construction permts al ong
20 with its final decision
21 | f you indicated on the sign-in sheet that
22 you want to receive future information about
23 New- I ndy permts or if you have submtted coments
24 during the public conmrent period, you will receive
25 notification of DHEC s decision by either US
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1 standard mail, email, or certified mail based on
2 your selection on the sign-in sheet. This
3 notification will include information on the permt
4 appeal s process as well.
5 Pl ease make a note of the follow ng
6 information: On July 1, 2024, DHEC will becone the
7 Sout h Carolina Departnment of Environnental
8 Services, DES. Wile the agency's services and
9 authority wll not change, all correspondence from
10 July 1 onward will cone from DES and not DHEC.
11 On behalf of DHEC, | would again like to
12 t hank you for your attendance and coments this
13 evening. The time is now 6:50 p.m, and this
14 hearing is officially adjourned.
15 Thank you. Have a great night.
16 (Wher eupon, there being nothing further, the
17 public hearing was concluded at 6:50 p.m)
18 (*This transcript nmay contain quoted material.
19 Such material is reproduced as read or quoted by
20 t he speaker.)
21
22
23
24
25
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State of South Carolina )
) CERTI FI CATE
County of York )

Be it known that Darlene Pastel took the foregoing
proceedi ng and hereby attests:

That | was then and there a notary public in and
for the State of South Carolina at-large and that
by virtue thereof I was duly authorized to
adm ni ster an oat h;

That the deponent/w tness was first duly sworn to
testify to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth concerning the matter in the
controversy aforesai d;

That the foregoing transcript represents a true,
accurate, and conplete transcription of the
testinmony so given at the tine and place aforesaid
to the best of ny skill and ability;

That | amneither a relative nor an enpl oyee of any
of the parties hereto, nor of any attorney or
counsel enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor
interested in the outcone of this action.

Unl ess otherwi se noted, this notary public
adm nistered the oath. Please refer to the
transcript for any exceptions.

In witness thereof, | have hereunto affixed ny

signhature and title.
DO@U’*\L p M

Darl ene Pastel, CVR-CM

Dat e: 06/ 20/ 2024
Notary public for South Carolina
My Commi ssi on expires 09/ 20/ 2027
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