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= Itis a way to ‘ensure that Federal fundlng and

- approv‘1 goes to those transportation activities
that are consistent with air quality goals.

= Applies to transportation plans, transportation
Improvement programs (TIPs), and projects
funded or approved by the Federal Highway.
rdmnlstratlon (FHWA) or the. Federal Tragg_—
mInIS HAne ent areas” or-
dintenance areas,”




Transportation Plans,
TIPs and Projects

CONFORMITY

State Air Quality
Implementation Plan
SIP




Wriait 1s et Corjforrnity Deterrninator?

= Tt demonstrates that the total emissions
projected for a plan or program are within
the emissions limits ("budgets™) established
by the air quality plan or State

Implementation Plan (SIP), and that

portatlon Control measures (TCMs) are..




Responsibility for Making a

Cornforrity Deterrmirator)

The Metropolitan Planning Organizatio
(MPO) must formally make a conformity

determination on Its transportation plans and
TIPs prior to submitting them to, EHWA/ETA

for an independent review and conformity

rmination.
| rdance'with the
tired interagency consultation process

_
o ———
S




- = [nteragency consultation must occur durlng key

« phases of the conformity process including the
following: development of the SIP, transportation
plan/TIP; determining when SIP, plan or TIP
revisions are needed; and in determining;project
level conformity.

"= The process has been found to be most effective

&I’OG@S&-—_
V. conformity.
Jetermination.



= Conduct analysis on regional plan/IfP
and' projects

- “Incorporate-latest-emissions factors,
planning assumptions, and emissions
models

= Circulate draft plan/TIP for interagency
and public comment

= Ensure public participation procedures
are followed

= Ensure timely implementation of TCMs

= Respond to significant comments on
TIP/plan conformity documents

= |n.CO and PM 2.5 non-attainment areas,

Ct “hot-spot™ analysis as part of
e NERA process
= Consult with agenciesiireugheuiine
CONTERMItY dEIEMmINalion process

. onsult on the development of the SIP
and motor vehicle emissions budgets

CENTRAL
MIDLANDS

Council of Covernments




‘mth agencuemut the e —
conformity determination process
-~ = =Traffic Medeling

= Conduct regional conformity analysis on
projects not in metropolitan areas,
based on interagency consultation

= |n CO and PM 2.5 non-attainment areas,
conduct "hot-spot" analysis as part of
the NEPA process

= Provide for public participation/respond
to significant comments

= Ensure timely implementation of TCMs

ReV|eW and approve staff regional and
=spot analysis



http://www.scdot.org/default.shtml
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«.=_Prepare SIP for each relevant pollutant

= Ensure interagency. involvement during SIP
development (including the state DOT and
MPO(S))

= Hold public hearings prior to SIP adoption

= Ensure SIPs are complete and control
measures are enforceable under the 1990
CAA, prior to board approval action

= Ensure latest emissions factors and
planning assumptions are used for SIP

development PROMOTE PROTECT PROSPER
it _Lona| Air Quality Modeling : south Carolina Department of Health
eview and approve staff recommendation, and Enviconmental Contre

onvard te EPA o Fed |

[Nt nsultawoen
or plan/TIP development and
conformity determination




RolesianciResponsinjlitie:

EEIYALETA

-

- = Make joint conformity determinations on — —
| MPO plans/TIPs amendments and
_—projects
. Particilpate in the inte][age?cy/ U.S. Department of Transportation
consultation process for plan/TIP ‘ i
development and conformity 'V Fede‘!@' H'QhWUV
determinations Administration

= Ensure timely implementation of TCMs

= Ensure adequate public participation as
part of the metropolitan planning
process

= Ensure that all other conformity and -‘
transportation planning requirements are
%technical guidance on traffic
emand and forecasting; and fFederal

and motor vehicle emissions budgets

—



http://www.fta.dot.gov/index.html
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C‘H§U1Ton_fhe development of the SIP and motor ' -
vehicle emissions budgets

= Review submitted budgets for adequacy and
implement adequacy process

= Provide technical guidance on TCMs and SIP
development

= Review and comment on draft and submitted
control strategy and maintenance SIPs

= Review, comment, and approve SIPs

= Participate in the interagency consultation
process for plan/TIP development and conformity

inations
iew and comment on proposed conformity:

SIP evelopment and conformity
determinations

= Designate "guideline” dispersion models for
hotspot analysis



http://www.epa.gov/

Puolic Part]cy
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Go_ﬁo p_Hllc parfupatlon Processes are proactive, -
,_.e,asuy accessible to the public and keep the public
Informed on an ongoing basis.

= Make transportation plans, TIPs and conformity
determinations available for public review.

= Respond to public comment and provide adeguate
notice of relevant meetings.

= Project sponsors must also allow for public
involvement during project development.

public participation require r-—f"'"-“
[AtieNpElcnning mu , there are no .
tional"public participation requwements for

conformlty



Latest Planning Assumptions and
Errlsslons Model

~ = [Latest planning assumptions, traffic modeling,

~  and EPA-approved emissions models must be

used each time a regional emissions analysis
IS conducted. .

= This requirement ensures that the: latest
planning, travel, vehicle age and fleet mix,

em'ographlc and economlc assump_u%
sflecte MIOHS =




Fedlorial =rrlsslons Arle LI/JS

~ = Regional emissions analysis is 1 thekey —
R — - .
analytical component of a conformity.
determination. It demonstrates that
transportation investments are =
consistent with air quality goals and will

ake the air quality worse.
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2= Ih"é'S‘f'fe air quél'ﬂ.agency_ldentlfles how poIIutlonT_m all sources.
- will be reduced sufficiently tormeet the federal air quality standards. As
“ part of'this process, the motor vehicle emissions budget is developed.

= Transportation agencies, including state DOTs and MPOs, should
consult with the air quality agency on the development of the SIP and
motor vehicle emissions budget. =

= Required emission reductions are calculated and control measures are
adopted to achieve needed reductions. This reduced level of emissions

WQ te)set.alimit for motor vehicle emissions, which are called -q
ets”. T —




ImelyainplemeniatCioiiCV:

= When an EPA-approved SIP includes
_f-'__'" =
Transportation Control Measures (TCMs),
each time a conformity determination Is
made the MPO must demonstrate.that -
these measures are being implemented

&achedule as called for in the SIP. >
e
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Transportator) Corlirol Mezst

. programs mumpmvea’.puglg.znansr,

= restriction of certain roads or lanes to, or construction of such reads or lanes for use by, passenger buses or hlgh-
occupancy vehicles (HOV);

_:___—.employerp@‘gd_l;mgppﬂatlon management plans, including incentives;

trip-reduction: erdinances;

" traffic flow improvement programs that achieve emissions reductions;

L fringe and transportation corridor parking facilities serving multiple-occupancy vehicle programs or transit service;

L programs to limit or restrict vehicle use in downtown areas or other areas of emission concentration particularly
during periods of peak use;

L programs for the provision of all forms of high-occupancy, shared-ride services;

- programs to limit portions of road surfaces or certain sections of the metropolitan area tethe use of non-motorized
vehicles or pedestrian use, both as to time and place;

- programs for secure bicycle storage facilities and other facilities, including bicycle lanes; for the convenience and
protection of bicyclists, in both public and private areas;

L programs to control extended idling of vehicles;

L] reducing emissions from extreme cold-start conditions;

employer-sponsored programs to permit flexible work schedules; _‘

ams and ordinances to facilitate nonautomoblle travel, provision and utlllzatlon of,mas it, and to
aVvelj s al ans tio
fle ancesepplicable to new shopping centers, Speci

progrems O NEW CONSHIICLION and major reconstruction of paths, tracks, or areas solely for use by pedestrian or
BINEr nonmotorized means of transportation when economically feasible and inithe public interest. For purposes of
this clause, the Administrator shall also consult with the Secretary of the Interior;

. programs to encourage removal of pre-1980 vehicles.




Project Level Conformity. and Hot-
S00T \rng.Ipr

— Hot -Spot analy3|s iequired in PV 2. 5 non-
- attainment-areas

= Project-level conformity determinations to
demonstrate that the project is reflected in a
conforming transportation plan and TIPx

= |n carbon monoxide and particulate matter
nonattalnment and maintenance areas, localized
IyS|s IS reguired for Feder ded or ™ ——
IS called “hot-

ot analysis.



= [fa conformity determination is not made according to the

. legquiredfreguency, a conformity lapse occurs.

= |n the case of a conformity lapse, the use of Federal
transportation funds Is restricted to certain kinds of
projects. These include "exempt projects” such as safety
projects and certain mass transportation projects, TCMs
from an approved SIP, and project phases that were
authorized by the FHWA/ETA prior to the lapse.

HWA and FTA do not reduce he amount: of-fdsln%ﬂgﬁ;'
NEr— ar, as noted above
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‘How does this apply to SC?
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= Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson — EAC

— Charlotte-Gastonia-Rock Hill — Moderate

— Columbia — EAC

— Standard - .08 ppm — 3-year average of the fourth-highest daily
maximum 8-hour average ozone concentration

= PM 2.5

— Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson — unclassified
revisedistandard in September 2006

B

ug/m3, reta -

PA expects designations to take effect in April 2009 based upon
the most recent 3 years of available data



— Local areas have the erX|b|I|ty to develop thelr

~ own approach to meeting the 8-hour ozone
standard, provided the communities control
emissions from local sources earlier than the
Clean Air Act would otherwise require.

= Requires areas to meet several milestones to be
eligible for a series of 3 deferrals of the effective

ﬂf’e’ of the 8-hour ozone designation. ..

the 8-hour
one standard by December 31, 2007.
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= \Whatif an EAC Area does not
demonstrate attainment by
December 200/?
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Wizt W Fleiooen?
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" = The area will'have to comply with all the

- Clean Air Act Amendment requirements
Including Transportation Conformity

= The area will have one year to make a
Transportation Conformity Determination
ﬂ{n the.date.the deferment.is removed

";
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— MOA IS In p1até*ﬁjr Iﬂteragency "
-"_:-'—-‘
Consultation

= Smart Highway analysis has been
completed for the EAC areas

= REATS has made two conformity _
eterminations since desig ti_on,_._—
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~ = Conformity determination made within 1-year of
~ designation
= Conformity determination on the transportation

plan and TIP at least once every four years -

= Conformity determination Is also required for plan
and TIP amendments, unless the amendment only

= —

s

VEs exempt projects — ——
' MB regardless

of funding




\What Is a Regionally. Significant

= A transportation preject (other than an exempt project) that
- Isen afacility-which serves regional transportation needs
(such as access to and from the area outside of the region,
major activity centers in the region, major planned
developments such as new retail malls, sports complexes,
etc. or transportation terminals as well as mestterminals
themselves) and would normally be included'in the
modeling of a metropolitan area’s transportation network,
' dingrataminimum all principal arterial highways and
ﬁxed guideway.transit facilities thatioffer'ani alternativesssss

ejflell £11€ ‘AVEL.
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Ensure that such changes do not affect assumptlons such

~ would in turn affect modeling assumptions_ and the validity
of the regional analysis for the transportation plan

= |f a project Is moved from later years in the plan to the TIP,
a TIP amendment and a new conformity determination Is
required.

= If the a TIP amendment involves non-exempt projects or
changes In project design concept or scope, a new
rmlty determination is requwed

W JJJerJar
MEenedtnatis not included in the. currently:
conforming transportation plan or TIP, a new conformity.
determination Is required.

i
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- If the NEPA process result In a substantlally
it} fferent design concept and scope than assumed
In the transportation plan or TIP, then:

— the project is subject to a project level re-analysis and
the regional emissions analysis reguirement on the
plan/TIP must also be met prior to NEPA process

completion. -
ne_ re-determinedifor bothrthe plan/aiPasss

gnformity MU
.. IEN operprior to NEPA process

completion and project approval.
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O more rforrratorn
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WWW. Thwa., dot. gov/environment/conform. htm
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Dan Hinton

Planning & Environmental Engme_er“ _
FHWA-SC
803-253-388

DanielFninten@inwareergoV



http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/conform.htm
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